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Atonement vs Example 


The writer has before him a most gracious 
letter from a minister, not of our denomina- 
tion, taking issue with him on the importance 
of Christian doctrine. 


There is one sentence we will quote, not to 
be argumentative, but to help think through 
its implications. This sentence is: “We are not 
saved by the doctrines we believe, but rather 
as we follow in His footsteps.” 


The first statement is true; we are not saved 
by any doctrine, but by faith in Jesus Christ. 
In Him and Him alone we have forgiveness 
of sin and the gift of eternal life. But faith 
in Jesus Christ involves certain doctrines, 
whether we realize it or not. To affirm that 
doctrines have no place in the Christian faith 
is to make a doctrine of that affirmation itself. 


Faith in Christ involves the doctrine of His 
deity, of His atonement, of His resurrection, 
to mention but three, for we cannot escape the 
fact that our attitude to Christ of necessity 
includes a concept of His person and work. 


But it is to the second part of this sentence 
that we need to give particular heed. Is it 
true that we are saved ‘as we follow in His 
footsteps’? What Christian is there that does 
not long to take and live by our Lord’s ex- 
ample? But we cannot take even the first step, 
for He “knew no sin,’ and we are sinful. 


Our salvation depends on something Christ 
did for us and which we cannot do for our- 
selves. As Phillips has so aptly said, it is a mat- 
ter of “believing, not achieving.” Salvation by 
works has been the approach of unregenerate 
man for many milleniums. But the Bible tells 
us that while we were sinners Christ came and 
died for us. “Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regenera- 
tion, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost 
(Titus 3:5), is a clear affirmation of our de- 
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pendence on His mercy, not our own good 
deeds. 


Paul, writing to the Roman Christians, 


stresses repeatedly the fact that man’s salvation 
depends on faith in Christ and that which He 
has done for us. In Ephesians he affirms this 
truth in these words: “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 


it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man 


should boast.” (2:8,9) 


Our Lord has set us an example for living 
and we who have named His name should, 
trusting in the power and presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts, try to live with love, purity 
and unselfishness towards all men. But we 
are saved, not by anything we do but rather by 
the fact that He has done everything for us. 


“But to him that worketh not, but believeth 
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 1s 
counted for righteousness.” (Rom. 4:5). This 
in no way lessens our obligation to live a life 
for the glory of our Lord. In fact, a faith which 
does not demonstrate a changed life, lived for 
His glory, becomes a faith which is itself sus- 
pect. But let us always keep things in their 
proper perspective and in their proper order, — 
our salvation depends on “Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness,” our daily walk must be by the 
help of His Spirit. 

—L.N.B. 


Faith, Foe of Fatalism 


A study of Paul’s shipwreck shows that with 


the Word of God came faith banishing fear 
and fatalism and restoring hope and activity. 
God assured Paul that all who traveled with 
him would be saved, and the Apostle conveyed 
to them the conviction that not a hair of their 
heads would be lost. God’s Word changed their 
minds from futility, their hearts from frustra- 
tion and their wills to energetic action. It 
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changed their stomachs from fasting to thank- 
ful feeding. 


_God’s. assurance concerning their eventual 
safety did not remove the obligation of the 276 
persons on board for intelligent, prudent, co- 
operative activity. God not only predicted the 
eventual safety, He also took account of the 
means to that end. Accordingly, the Apostle 
demanded that the sailors be kept on board 
to man the ship and bring it close to land. 


“Again, God protected the prisoners when the 


guards wished to kill them lest one escape. 
Finally, the individuals were not carried to 
land on flowery beds of ease, but those who 
could swim, swam in; those who could not, 
got there by clinging to pieces of the ship. As 


- Winston Churchill would say - they arrived b 


sweat, blood and toil. 


Is there not here a parable which helps us 
to understand our Calvinistic doctrine of the 
perseverance of the saints, or the keeping power 
of God? The Good Shepherd gives unto the 
sheep eternal life and no one is able to take 
them out of the Father’s hands. But this does 
not mean fatalism, frustration or futility — 


wholly the opposite. Since God has begun a 


good work in us, therefore let us work out 
our salvation with fear and trembling. Let us 
agonize to enter at the strait gate! —The Apostle 
commended the Church in Ephesus to God 
AND TO THE WORD OF HIS GRACE 
which is able to build us up and give us an 
inheritance among those that are sanctified. 
That is, as truly as those on the ship needed 
food to strengthen them for the swim to land, 


_ so truly we Christians need the regular means 
_of grace - the Word and the sacraments - to 
bring us forward toward the inheritance God . 


has for us. As the sailors were needed to bring 
the ship close to land, so other helpers may 
well steady or comfort us when we are faced 
with special burdens or sorrows. Jonathan, the 
king’s son, went out into the wilderness and 
strengthened David’s hand in God. As God 
restrained the soldiers that they killed not Paul 
and the other prisoners, so David sings of the 
Shepherd-LORD Who spreads a table before 
us in the presence of our enemies. In his last 
illness that grand old servant of God, Dr. Wm. 
M. McPheeters, asked that we pray God to keep 
Satan from buffeting him too hard. Paul knew 
Him Whom he had believed and was sure that 
He would keep that which the Apostle had 
committed unto Him against that day. 


“Oh! On that day, that dreadful day 
- When man to judgment wakes from clay, 
Be Thou the trembling sinner’s stay 
Though heaven and earth shall pass away.” 


“By blood, sweat and toil” may we also 
breast the waves, and meet our Pilot face to 
face when we have crossed the bar. Faith in 
God our heavenly Father through our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the inveterate foe and the sure 


conqueror of fatalism. 
—W.C.R. 


Welcome to William Miller 
| Servant of God 
Witness to Jesus Christ 
Missionary to the Moslems 


On Wednesday, February fifth, the Reverend 
William McE. Miller, D.D., held us spellbound 
in the Columbia Chapel as he pleaded for men 
to hear the call of God and give their lives for 
Jesus Christ in Moslem lands. Some forty years 
ago as a student in Old Princeton he heard 


the call of God through His servant Samuel 


Zwemer and has spent 38 years as a witness 
for Jesus Christ in Iran. The work has been 
hard, there have not been spectacular ingather- 
ings. “But when God says GO there is nothing 
else to do but go. There is no choice. I went 
gladly because I believed it to be God’s will.” 
The Evangelical Church in Iran is still weak 


_ with something like 300 converted Moslems and 


the others drawn from the older Christian 
groups. But here and there one of these Mos- 
lem converts is a gem won for Christ. Among 
these, there is Mr. Jalily, who was invited by 
his son to come to a preaching service in the 
Church and accepted Christ the first time he 
heard the Gospel. Now for twenty-five years 
he has gathered his friends in his own home 
every Monday to a tea and a presentation of 


Jesus Christ from the Bible. 


‘ Last year our Nashville Board of World Mis- 
sions accepted the invitation to be associated 


with the USA Presbyterian, the Dutch and the 


German Reformed bodies in a joint mission to 
the Moslems in Iraq. Accordingly, Dr. Miller 


_has now the happy privilege of presenting the 


Moslem work to his own US Church and of 
inviting us “to come over into Macedonia and 


help” him. He promised those whom God 
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might call a stony ground and a hard soil with 
difficult plowing in Irak. But he asked men 
to engage in a work of faith, which would honor 
Jesus Christ where He is dishonored by Moham- 
medan teaching and please God by obeying 
Him . . . regardless of the results or what the 
world calls success. Seldom has the call of 
God been laid so effectively upon our Seminary 
group. One had the feeling that through this 
servant God was calling some Isaiah among 
us: “Whom shall I send and who will go for 
us?” It does not take a prophet to predict that 
from teacher, preacher or agriculturist answers 


will come, “‘Here am I, send me.” 
—W.C.R. 


Phi Beta Kappa 


The Key Reporter (Jan. 1958), the periodical 
of the well known honor society, carries an 
article by Professor C. J. Ducasse of Brown 
University, Providence, R. I. In one way the 
article is disturbing: in another way it is en- 
couraging; and it is worth a moment’s atten- 
tion. 


In an address to a group of Phi Beta Kappa 
initiates Professor Ducasse praises philosophy 
as the guide of life in specific contrast with 
science and religion. It is the latter that in- 
terests us. 


The decline of religion as a controlling factor 
in the lives of the great majority, the com- 
mendable decline apparently, results from a 
wider acquaintance with the religions of far off 
peoples. In earlier days when transportation 
was difficult and communication sporadic, peo- 
ple knew little or nothing of religions other 
than their own. Now they can make compari- 
sons. Now they can see how beliefs and dogmas 
irreconcilable with their own can and have 
worked in other civilizations. In thus compar- 
ing the different religions modern man_ sees 
“that the needs that turn men to religion are 
on the whole satisfied by the other religions 
for their devotees as effectively as they are 
satisfied for him by his own.” 


Undoubtedly this statement correctly repre- 
sents the opinion of a large segment of our 
college professors and students. Before one can 
judge whether this opinion is true or not, it 
is necessary to ask what these needs are that 
all religions satisfy. The article gives a hint 
of its own view. “Articles of faith . . . are 
seen to be not statements known to be true 
or false, but essentially psychological tools: in- 
struments mankind has automatically devised 
for performance of certain important social 
and personal functions.’”’ Other authors some- 
times specify integration of personality, health, 
friendship, and other items. 
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Now it may well be admitted that all re. 
ligions are fairly successful in satisfying these 
needs. No doubt a Buddhist or a Moslem, 
nurtured in and devoted to his faith, 1s fairly 
well satisfied; he is probably a relatively well 
integrated personality; and his religion provides 
him with friends, if not with health. 


But is it for the satisfaction of these needs 
that we preach Christ and him crucified? Of 
course, we can, we do, and we should find 
friends in the Christian community. And as 
Christ cured insanity, we hope that belief in 
his gospel will stabilize our minds in time of 
tribulation. We look to God for the strength 
to bear our burdens. But these are not the 
motivations of Christianity; these are not the 
needs, the main needs, that our belief satisfies. 
The need, without which we could as well 
throw Christianity on the junk pile, is the need 
of heaven and the need of escaping hell. The 
need that the gospel claims to satisfy is the 
need of pardon for sin and justification before 
a just God. 


Only by ignoring the one great need can a 
writer conclude that all religions are equally 
successful. Only by presupposing the falsity 
of Christianity to begin with can they all be 
indiscriminately merged in a sort of general re- 
ligion. 


It is disturbing that Christianity is pictured 
as a psychological tool invented by man. It 
is disturbing that such an opinion should re- 
ceive such wide acceptance — that our colleges 
should be so secularized — that the Christian 


_religion should be contrasted with wisdom as 


the guide of life. It is disturbing that men do 
not recognize their main need. 


But at the same time there is something en- 


couraging about this article too. The position 
maintained is so transparent, the fallacies are 
so obvious, the pre-judgments are so prominent, 
that, if these are the worst attacks Christianity 
must face, we have little to fear. Our intel: 
lectual position is far superior. 


The mere presentation of a position, no mat- 
ter how clearly made, even when that position 
is a straightforward proclamation of the gospel 
message, does not insure its acceptance. T0 
some this seems unfortunate. If our arguments 
are so superior, why could we not argue men 
into the kingdom of heaven? But we cannot. 


This does not mean that we should cease to 
present the claims of Christ in clearly intel- 
ligible terms. Our arguments, our beliefs, our 
message must be made known. But only the 
almighty power of the Holy Spirit can cause 
men to accept the message. Come to think of 
it, that does not seem so unfortunate after all. 


—G.H.C. 
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“A THOUGHT FOR 
THE WEEK” 


‘Move Up the Hill 
By Col. Roy LeCraw 


Is your horizon low? Is your viewpoint on life 
narrow and circumspect? Is your daily routine 
clogged up with trivialities, pettiness, useless 
worryings and small talk? If so, then the answer 
is plain. You are living in a mental and spiritual 
valley. True, it is easier to live in the valley. 
It requires less effort and the crowd is always 
there, a large crowd — of small people. 


Right beside the valley, however, is the hill 
and on it is a small crowd — of large people. 
Queer how the small people, as soon as they 
begin to grow bigger start moving up the hill. 
It never fails, because the view is better, the 
air is clearer and bigness seeks altitude. 


The world has the wrong idea of bigness, of 
greatness. There are great cooks in the kitchen, 
great people in many humble walks of life. 
Jesus picked his disciples from those spots. He 
knew potential greatness wasn’t exclusive to 
the lists of ““Who’s Who.” 


True greatness lies in doing your job un- 
selfishly unto others, as unto the Lord. That 
is the real test. No man ever did a great job 
for himself but “even as ye do it unto the least 
of these, my brethren, ye do it unto Me.” 


Get out of the valley. Move up the hill. All 
you have to do is grow bigger, and Christ can 
make small men big and big men bigger. Your 
horizon enlarges as you climb and the small 
things of life fade into insignificance and then 
too, the top of the mountain is nearer to 
Heaven. 


Believe Not the Hideous Lie 


The Colby Letter on Russia, in the second 
term of Woodrow Wilson, fixed the policy of 
non-recognition in our national administrations 
through Harding, Coolidge and Hoover. That 
policy has been fully vindicated by later events. 
Many of us were deceived by the pledges Mos- 
cow made to qualify for our recognition. But 


there is no excuse for us not to face the bitter 


fact that all these pledges have been broken. 
And for us now to act upon any assumption 
that Moscow’s present or future commitments 
are more than very thin scraps of paper would 
be utter and perhaps fatal folly. 


Admiral Radford and former President Harry 
Truman have spelled out the brutal truth. 
On September 30th, Mr. Truman said: “I have 
learned from bitter experience that the Com- 
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munist leaders in the Kremlin have no honor 
in their code. They will not keep agreements. 
The only thing they understand and respect 
is superior strength. This is not our standard, 
but it is the standard at which the Russians 
conduct themselves at international and home 
affairs.” In an earlier statement, the former 
President said, referring specifically to one of 


‘the Russian leaders, that as of his experience 


with this man the truth was never used if a 
lie could be as effective! 


The United States would be fully justified 
in sending Russia’s ambassador home, in sever- 
ing diplomatic relations, and thus closing out 
nests of spies and subversives that are a chief 
burden upon the thoroughly competent F.B.I. 
Internationally, we could not possibly weaken 
our position. With the Free World and par-— 
ticularly with Free Asia, we would greatly 
strengthen it. 

_The Kremlin has made of the United Nations 
a moral shambles. Our repudiation of Com- 
munism now would give to the United Nations 
an inoculation of integrity. 

But if in the wider knowledge and greater 
responsibility of our national administration 
we cannot immediately sever relations with Rus- 
sia and return to the sound Colby policy, then 
for freedom’s sake and for God’s sake against 
atheism, let us not act as though we believe 
the hideous lie. | 


Editor of Christian Herald 
February, 1958 


To Serve the Lord 


A dedicated Christian, man or woman, has a 
desire to serve the Lord. What can you do to 
fulfill this obligation? 


Every Church member may feel that he is 
a judge of his own ability and capabilities, but 
right there he makes a mistake. “Preacher, I’ve 
never done that,” is the trite answer to the 
usual request to enter a new service for our 
Lord. 


But do you realize everyone makes a begin- 
ning in whatever he does? And the Bible says 
there is a time for all things. A time to start 
praying publicly, giving daily witness, calling 
on newcomers in our visitation program, teach- 


Ing a Sunday school class, participating in a 


men’s group program or a Circle meeting. 
Everyone who serves must make a start. Per- 
haps it is time for you to break the ice, to 
branch out into something new. 
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It takes nerve and encouragement. Perhaps 
your minister or your parents, your wife, an 
elder or an elder’s widow is the person who 
can give you the final push. If you have the 
will and desire, the encouragement will be 
forthcoming. 


And the payoff is the satisfaction that you 
tried. The initial efforts usually will not com- 
pletely satisfy. “I was terrible. I can do bet- 
ter,” may be the reaction. And you will im- 
prove. But for the love of God and all that 
He has done for you, make the effort now. 

—Ralph Brewer 


“T’ve Been Praying for You” 


The young pastor’s message on that first Sun- 
day morning in his new church in the small 
Idaho town visibly stirred his listeners. Each 
Sunday that followed interest seemed to abound 
and there was power manifested as he spoke. 
He marveled at the liberty with which he 
preached, thrilled with the joy of seeing many 
respond to the invitation. “And I’m fresh out 
of the seminary,” he contemplated with almost 
a note of boasting. 


“Have you been out to see Granny Dawson 
yet?” asked one of the deacons. “You'll get a 
real blessing when you do go. She’s a shut-in 
you know.” 


It was Wednesday before the young pastor 


called at Granny’s house. When he reached the 
little cabin, out on a rugged road that led up 
into the mountains, someone waved from a 
window. Before he knocked at the door some- 
one called, “Come in, pastor. I knew you were 
the new pastor the moment I saw you coming 
up the road.” 


The young pastor walked over to the chair 
where Granny sat by the window. She took his 
hand in both of her frail trembling ones and 
said, ‘““God bless you, my son. I’m so glad you 
have come. I’ve been praying for you—started 
praying for you long before you came to the 
church. I can’t come to hear you preach, but 
I can pray and I know that God is answering my 
prayers.” 


And the young man humbly thanked God for 
the stalwart prayer warrior in her lonely cabin, 


yet with such ready access to God’s throne.— 
The Standard. 
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Acts 18 Asks, “Are You Clean?” 
By George S. Lauderdale 


If Paul had not preached to the Corinthians 
he would have been guilty of taking their lives! 
Will you be a missionary of Jesus Christ to 
those who have not heard or will you be a 
killer? Having preached to the Jews at Corinth, 
most of whom did not repent and believe the 
gospel, the apostle said, “Your blood be upon 
your own heads; J am clean: from henceforth 
I will go unto the Gentiles.” Acts 18:6. 
~ Only by preaching God’s Word will Chris- 
tians have clear consciences, and not thwart 
the purposes of God, but only hurt themselves. 
Had the Jews believed, they could have spread 


the Word of God, but their unbelief also aided 


the extension of the message to the Gentiles. 


JEWISH UNBELIEF 


Acts 13:46 and 28:28 ought to be read with 


Acts 18:6 quoted above, and also Romans 11:11: 


“Through their (the Jews) fall salvation is 


come unto the Gentiles.”” The unbelief of the 
Jews at Corinth caused them to oppose them- 
selves and blaspheme, but God encouraged -His 
servant, telling him that nobody would hurt 
him. Yet unknown to Paul, there were many 
people belonging to God in that city. 


Priscilla and Aquila, Jews who had fled Rome, 
were included in the people of God at Corinth 
and they sailed with the apostle when he left 
for Ephesus and Syria. Of this man and wife 
Paul later said, ‘““My helpers in Christ Jesus; 
who have for my life laid down their own 
necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but 
also all the churches of the Gentiles.” Romans 
16:3,4. 
THREE FAITHFUL WITNESSES 

Paul, Aquila, and Priscilla belong to a noble 
company of Christian men and women who 
have discharged their deht to the world and 
obeyed the great commission of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. At the day of final judgment, none will 
be able to accuse them of failing to share the 
way of salvation; their hands are clean of the 
blood of others. 


FACTS FROM THE FILES 


The population of the Pacific Islands, in- 
cluding the Philippines, Dutch New Guinea, 
British Borneo, Papua, New Guinea, Cook, 
Solomon, Fiji; Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Tonga, 
Guam, Hawaii, Marianas, Carolines, and Mar- 
shall Islands, New Hebrides, New Caledonia, 
French Oceania, and Ryukyu _ Islands, is 
27,977,000. An estimated 8,000,000 are unevan- 
gelized and there is one missionary to 18,000. 

Latin America’s population is 182,748,000, and 
an estimated 95,000,000 are unevangelized. 
There is one missionary to 28,000. These figures 
are released by the Interdenominational Foreign 
Mission Association of North America. 
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Death? 


By Rev. Reuben J. Wallace 


“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death 
of His saints.” Psalm 116:15. 


The question of death has no doubt entered 
into the mind and heart of each one of us on 


at least one occasion. Death is certain for all 


of us if our Lord delays His second coming. 
“It is appointed unto man once to die,” (He- 
brews 9:27a). It is also uncertain in that we 
do not know when our appointed time is and 
many times we see that no warning is given. 


What then is this enemy of God’s creation 
which is no respecter of persons? This enemy 
which many times strikes the infant, or the 
teenager whose life appears to be filled with 
the possibility of great service in God’s kingdom, 
or the aged saint whose many years have been 
the source of much inspiration in the lives of 
all with whom he was associated. 


We are told that God looked on His creation 
and saw that it was good—not precious—but 
good and then, “by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin: and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned,” 
(Rom. 5:12). What then is this thing called 
death which destroys God’s creation and is said 


_ to be precious in the sight of the Lord? 


First, death is a sleep. In speaking concern- 


_ing the death of Lazarus our Lord said: to His 


disciples, “Our friend Lazarus sleepeth,” (John 
11:11). The apostle Paul in writing to the 
Thessalonians said, “But I would not have you 
to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope,” (I Thes. 4:13). We must 


understand, however, that we do not use this 


term concerning the soul but only of the body. 
Sleep indicates the absence of fear and presence 
of peace. Sleep brings rest to man’s body, 
so does death to the Christian’s body. ‘Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours; and their works do follow 


them,” (Rev. 14:13). | 
Second, death is a departure. The apostle 


Paul as he faced death in His prison cell wrote, 
“The time of my departure is at hand,” (II 
Tim. 4:6). In the language of the sailor it 
gives to us the picture of the pulling up of 
the anchor and setting sail. Here we are an- 
chored to the material and the temporal, but 
in death God pulls up the anchor allowing 
us to set sail for the golden shore, a voyage 
which consumes only a moment of time. This 
was the conception of death expressed by 
Tennyson when he wrote: 
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Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me! 

And may there be no moaning at the bar, 
When I put out to sea. 


But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the boundless 
deep 
Turns again home. 


Twilight and evening Bell, 
And after that the dark! 

And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
When I embark; 


For though from out our bourne of Time and 
Place 
The flood may bear me far, 


I hope to see my Pilot face to face 


When I have crossed the bar. 


Third, death is an exodus. On the mount of 
transfiguration we are told that Moses and 
Elijah appeared before our Lord there with 
Peter, James and John and that “they spake of 
His decease,” Luke 9:31. The word they used 
for decease is literally EXODON or exodus. 
We are immediately taken back to the experi- 
ence of Israel in Egypt as they were delivered 
by God out of bondage into liberty, out of a 
land of sorrow into a land flowing with milk 


- and honey. Death is just that for the Christian. 


The way out of the partial to the complete; 
from gloom and darkness to the joy, peace 
and glorious light of God’s dear Son. Victor 
Hugo said concerning death, “When I go down 
to my grave, I can say, like so many others, 
‘I have finished my day’s work’: but I cannot 
say I have finished my life. My day’s work 


will begin again the next morning. The tomb 


is not a blind alley; it is a thoroughfare; it 
closes in the twilight, to open with the dawn.” 
Should we not exclaim with the Apostle of 
old, ““Thanks be unto God which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
I Corinthians 15:57. 


Four, death is a removal. Paul says, “If our 
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God,-an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens,” II Corin- 


_ thians 5:1. Paul speaks of death as an exchange 


of a tent for a home. Life here is a pilgrimage 
—not a permanent residence. Death is a pull- 
ing down of the tent pegs, a rolling of the can- 
vas and a removing into our permanent home 
above. It is the removing from things which 
are temporary to things which are eternal. A 


short, quick passage to a life with Christ forever- 


PAGE 7 


1s 
s! 
to 
d 
1- 
1S 
4 
1 
e 
e 
e 
e 
5 


more. Our four year old son will seldom even 
go to sleep at night in his own bed but instead 
settles down on the couch in the living room 
and then later on I must take him up in my 
arms and remove him to his own bed. ‘That 


is exactly what takes place in death for the . 


Christian. One day we shall go to sleep in 
death here and the Lord Jesus Christ is going 
to reach down with those Almighty arms and 
bear our souls up into that mansion He has 
gone to prepare for us. 


Finally, death is a separation. This is per- 
haps the most difficult part of death. Christ 
taught His disciples that a separation was neces- 
sary but even during the separation He prom- 
ised not to leave them comfortless but would 
send the Holy Spirit to be their Comforter. 
Our Lord also promised that He would come 
again. “I go to prepare a place for you, and 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 


come again, and receive you unto myself; that 


Neo-Orthodoxy 


where I am, there ye may be also,” John 
14:2b,3. ‘The time shall come when the separa- 
tion shall end. It is but a temporary separa- 
tion. The day shall come when, “The Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and s0 
shall we ever be with the Lord,” I Thess. 
4:16,17. 


This is the Christian conception of death. 
Is it any wonder that the Psalmist could say, 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death 
of His saints?” The unbeliever can say, “It 
doth not yet appear what we shall be,” but 
the Christian can go on and say, “but we know 
when He shall appear we shall be like Him 
for we shall see Him as He is,” I John 3:2. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 


By Harold Lindsell, Ph.D. 


Editor's Note—Dr. Lindsell is Dean of the Faculty and Professor of Missions at 
Fuller Theological Seminary. 


Neo-orthodoxy is one of the leading theologi- 
cal systems of our day. As such it has com- 
manded both the attention and the respect of 
theologians, even of those who sharply dissent 
from its premises. 


There are many familiar names associated 
with this theology in one way or another — 
names like Kierkegaard, Barth, Brunner, Nie- 
buhr, and Tillich. These men have wielded 
an immense influence on the minds of our 
generation, and there is nothing on the horizon 
to suggest that this influence has reached its 
peak or that it is about to decline. Rather, the 


theology of Neo-orthodoxy is making increasing | 


inroads everywhere and has had a marked in- 
fluence among liberals and conservatives. Wit- 
ness, for example, the somewhat modified posi- 
tion of the Christian Century which formerly 
represented left wing liberalism of America but 
which has moved somewhat more to the right 
under the impact of neo-orthodoxy. Witness 
also the number of men formerly orthodox, but 
who have shifted ground in the direction of 
neo-orthodoxy. | 


All of this gives rise to the basic questions 
which must be faced and answered. For ex- 
ample, is Neo- orthodoxy orthodox, and, if not, 
wherein does it differ from classical Orthodoxy? 
The person looking for simple answers to these 


questions is bound to be disappointed. This_ 
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is true because Neo-orthodoxy is not mono- 
lithic in its structure. There is no one com- 
pelling voice shaping its destiny, and its cham- 
pions themselves differ widely one from another. 
On the other hand this does not mean that 


no generalizations may be drawn or that facts 


normally representative of Neo-orthodoxy may 
not be deduced. 


In a general way, it may be said that there 
are four theological viewpoints of major sig- 
nificance today. For want of better terms we 
will call them, from right to left, Fundamental- 
ism, Evangelical Conservatism, Neo-orthodoxy, 
and Liberalism. Fundamentalism and Evangel- 
ical Conservatism differ in two major ways. 
Fundamentalism is rigidly structured, and has 
a mind-set which is not characteristic of 
Evangelical Orthodoxy. Its dominant stock-in- 
trade is the idea that all the questions have 
been answered and all the problems solved. 
Thus, in Fundamentalism, to re-assess an old 
problem or to re-examine evidences is a sign 


_ of apostasy or heterodoxy. It also differs from 


Evangelical Conservatism in its rigid insistence 
on peripheral doctrines. However, Fundamen- 
talism and Evangelical Conservatism are not 
at variance on the major doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith. Both hold to such affirmations as 
the virgin birth, the deity of Christ, and His 
literal resurrection. On the issue of the Scrip- 
tures both hold to a fully inspired Word, but 
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many of the Fundamentalists (not all) hold 
to the mechanical dictation theory which no 
one in the camp of Evangelical Conservatism 
embraces. The latter holds to plenary inspira- 
tion but allows for the differences in style, 
etc. among the human authors of the Holy 
Scriptures. Yet, when the matters of mind-set, 
attitudes, and peripheral affirmations are dis- 
regarded these two schools are much the same 
in their actual theological convictions. 


To the extreme left of Fundamentalism 
stands Liberalism. This school has suffered seri- 
ous setbacks in the last 25 years. Many of its 
camp followers have defected. But Liberalism 
is not dead. Disorganized and in rout, per- 
haps, but not dead. Its climate and ‘spirit can 
be sensed in the recent autobiography of Harry 
Emerson Fosdick. This book is a “must” read- 
ing for the orthodox and the neo-orthodox. 
Fosdick registers a “plague on both of your 
houses” as he expresses his keen and oftentimes 
penetrating objections to Neo-orthodoxy and 
to Fundamentalism. Liberalism has _ largely 
lost its voice, but one cannot say it is dead. 
It suffers only from laryngitis and it will surely 


rise again in one form or another. 


Between the orthodoxy of Fundamentalism- 
Evangelical Conservatism and Liberalism stands 
Neo-orthodoxy. ‘This is the dominant theology 
of our day. It has, at least temporarily, met 


and muzzled Liberalism. It has claimed the 


affections of many theologians and succeeding 
classes of seminary graduates have been won 
to its banner and have ventured forth to pro- 
claim its ideology. Both Orthodoxy and Liberal- 
ism must recognize its ascendancy while both 
deny its theological validity. Whether one dis- 
sent from it or pretends it doesn’t exist, the 
fact remains, for good or for ill, that Neo- 
orthodoxy is here and it is tremendously in- 
fluential. Fosdick, the Liberal, doesn’t like it 
and denies all intellectual connections with it. 
And he advances cogent arguments for his an- 
tagonism. On the other hand Van Til calls 
it the “New Modernism.” Both object to it, 


but the one identifies it with the Liberalism 


that the other refuses to grant it. Who is right? 
Wherein does Neo-orthodoxy differ from Or- 


thodoxy (both Fundamentalism and Evangeli- 


cal Conservative) and how shall it be cate- 
gorized? 


Whatever may be said of Neo-orthodoxy, and 
it has some valid insights, one cannot equate 
it with historical Orthodoxy. And Neo-ortho- 
doxy itself does not wish to be classified with 


- historical Orthodoxy which it regards as out- 


moded, irrelevant, inflexible, and, in _ fact, 
heretical. Now the question comes, “If Neo- 
orthodoxy is not Orthodox, wherein does it 
differ, and is it invalid itself and thus subject 
to the inevitable judgment of history?” It is 
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at this point that Orthodoxy and Liberalism 


are in firm agreement. Both agree that Neo- 
orthodoxy is invalid and subject to the judg- 
ment of history—but for different reasons. Our 
concern here is to point up the areas in which 
historical Orthodoxy and Neo-orthodoxy are in 
conflict and to justify Orthodoxy’s claim to 
the conclusion that Neo-orthodoxy is invalid 
and not an acceptable substitute for historical 
Orthodoxy. | 


The pivotal point of departure between 
Orthodoxy and Neo-orthodoxy lies in their 


- divergent views of the Bible. Orthodoxy says 


that the Bible is the Word of God; Neo-ortho- 


-doxy says that the Bible becomes the Word 


of God only in existential response. This dis- 
tinction is vital, for from this watershed the 
streams separate, each tlowing down the oppo- 
site side of the mountain from the other. And 
this is the point of no return. Once one em- 
braces either view he is carried irrestibly along 
its current to the wide ocean of the theological 
system in its totality. 7 


Orthodoxy holds that the Bible IS the Word 
of God. It teaches propositional revelation, and 
inspiration includes the very words of Scrip- 
ture itself. Whether a man believes what he 
reads, understands what it says, or acts upon 
what it commands, does not matter. It is still 
the objective and very Word of God. Contrary- 
wise, Neo-orthodoxy dissents from this basic 
tenet. The Bible is not —ITHE Word of God 
save as it may become the Word of God. In 
the divine-human encounter, if the Bible speaks 
to you it becomes the Word of God TO YOU. 
But if it doesn’t speak to me, then it is not 
the Word of God to me. This view negates 
objective, propositional revelation. The use of 
Scripture becomes subjective. Whether it is the 
Word of God depends upon the individual in- 
volved, and the subject rather than the object 
becomes the decisive element. Over against this, 
Orthodoxy argues that the Bible which IS the 
Word of God remains so whether one thinks 
it speaks to him or whether he thinks it doesn’t. 
Even when it does not seem to speak it is still 
the Word of God. If it does not seem to speak, 
the fault does not lie in the Word but in the 
reader. 


Neo-orthodoxy does not rule out the conclu- 
sions of higher criticism but rather embraces 
those conclusions as a part of the system. ‘Thus 
the historicity of Adam and Eve is irrelevant 
to this view. They are symbolical or typical, 
not real. Every man is his own Adam. Cer- 
tainly Neo-orthodoxy believes in sin and the 
fall, but when you penetrate deeply enough 
it is not the historical act and fact of Eden. 
So also with the resurrection of Christ from 
the dead. Orthodoxy always has held that 
Christ’s resurrection was physical and “in the 
same body.” But Neo-orthodoxy’s resurrection 
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is not a literal, physical resurrection from the 
dead. 

Machen argues strongly that a valid test of 
orthodoxy can be made on the issue of the 


virgin birth. Here again Neo-orthodoxy is silent. i} LL 
Why? Orthodoxy is formally committed to a A 9 S CHA 


supernaturalistic, miraculous Christianity. But 
Neo-orthodoxy does not hesitate to rule out | 

strategic miracles. Neo-orthodoxy does not N; ? 
necessarily subscribe to the miracle of the virgin r 
birth as it has been understood and proclaimed 


for two thousand years. Creeds, which stratify 3 
and make permanent a theology, are no more Asked by the General 
to the liking of Neo-orthodoxy than they are Assembly for World 
to Liberalism. Although Fosdick may deny Missions for 1958 =n 530,000 
the connection between Liberalism and Neo- 
orthodoxy it may well be that Van Til does not ° 
argue in vain that although it is a new form _ Allocations accepted by 
of Modernism it is still Modernism. Synods and 
This leaves unanswered a host of questions. | Beadeted 
For example, if Neo-orthodoxy is not Orthodoxy re — | 
and if a man follows the stream down the (approximate) ________ 3,805.000 


other side of the mountain from Orthodoxy, is 
he a Christian? God alone knows the heart 
and the angels will be able to separate the 


wheat from the chaff. How far a man may go Balance not. 
along the trail of Neo-orthodoxy before depart- underwritten __.______. 725,000 
ing from the faith is another problem which 
defies adequate analysis. 
This much is clear, however. Orthodoxy and | YOUR 
Neo-orthodoxy ARE NOT the same. They com- 
ith di i i SACRIFICIAL GIFTS 


mence with different premises and they arrive 


at mutually exclusive conclusions. If Orthodoxy Sa 
is true, Neo-orthodoxy stands exposed before during 

the judgment of history. Likewise, if Neo-ortho- | 3 
rk is tee then ithodoky is invalid and The Week of Pr ayer and 
without excuse. No one can intelligently pro- ; . 

fess to embrace both of them at the same time, Self-Denial for 

and no one can mix them in their constituent <5 

elements without doing violence to one or to World Missions 

the other. Men commit themselves, consciously | ] ded b 
or unconsciously, to some position. While it are urgently needed to make 
is possible to entertain conflicting ideologies his bal d 
either through ignorance or the failure to think up this balance an 
clearly, this is never justifiable. A clear cut ‘d | 

choice must be made and Orthodoxy is the com- provide f — 

1. Sending 50 new missionaries. 


2. Making a modest increase in mis- 
sionaries’ salaries. _ 

3. Strengthening the support of the 
work on the field. 


4. Expanding our ministry to human 
need and suffering. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 9 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Church's Influence On Society 
( Temperance ) 


_ Background Scripture: Matthew 5:1, 2, 13-16; Acts 19:21-41; I Thessalonians 5:4-8 (I Thes- 
- galonians 5:12-16); James 2:14-17; I Peter 1:13-16, 22 


Devotional Reading: Mark 4:26-32 


In Mark 4:26-32 our Lord compares the Kingdom of God to seed cast into the ground which 
spring up and bring forth fruit. In the parable of the mustard seed He shows the tremendous 
erowth of the tiny seed into a great plant in which the fowls of the air may lodge. The history 
of the church shows how true this parable is, for the church has become a great institution in the 
world. For a time the church was a political power in the world and great nations bowed to her 


authority. We who believe in the separation 
of Church and State think that this was unfor- 
tunate and almost disastrous to the church. This 
is not the sort of influence that she should have; 
not the power to “boss” the nations, but the 
purifying influence which permeates all society 
and makes better citizens and better men and 
women. I think this will come out more clearly 
as we study the selections for today. 


I. Her Influence ts Ltke Salt and Light: 
Matthew 5:1,2,13-16. 


These are two of the simplest, most common, 
and most valuable things that we have. 


Salt is used to preserve and give flavor. We 
use salt to preserve meat. Those who have been 
put on a “saltless diet” know how flat and 
tasteless is food without salt. In the same way, 
society becomes corrupt without the purifying 
and preserving power of the church. Compare 
heathen lands with those where the Gospel has 
been preached. There is corruption in so-called 
Christian lands, it is true, but the church does 
exert an influence which uplifts and purifies. 


Life has little or no meaning to a heathen. 
The Gospel tells us how to make life worth 
living; to add “flavor.” He that saves his life 
shall lose it, but he that loses his life for the 
sake of Christ, finds it. —The Church, when it 
is full of “savor” makes life a different thing. 
Think of the difference between Saul of Tarsus, 
before his conversion, and Paul the Apostle! 
Life had real meaning for Paul. 


In order for salt to preserve and give flavor, 


it must be salt which has not lost its saltness. — 


An apostate, or even a cold indifferent church 
has no influence upon society. In fact, such a 
church is a stumbling block. I believe that the 
church in Russia had lost much of its saltiness 
before Communism could take over. The 
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churches of North Africa and Asia Minor had 
lost their “savor” before Mohammedanism swept 
like a scourge over the world. Does the church 
in America have enough savor to prevent our 
land from going down as other nations have? 
Are there enough true Christians — the salt 
of the earth — to save her? ‘Ten righteous 
people could have saved Sodom. 


What could we do without light? I read 
not long ago that the thing which unnerves 
men in Arctic regions is not so much the cold, 
as the long nights. Darkness covered the earth 


and gross darkness the people when Jesus Christ, 


the Light of the world came. The god of this 
world - Satan - has “shut out the sunshine” 
from the hearts of men, lest the glorious light 
of the Gospel should shine in their hearts. Jesus 
said, “Ye are the light” of the world and “I am 
the light of the world.”” We become lights as 
we shine for Him in our lives and as we take 
the gospel of light into all the world. 


II. Her Influence Against Bad Business: 
Acts 19:21-41. 


In verse twenty we read, “So mightily grew 
the Word of God and prevailed.” This sums 
up the preceding events and introduces the 
following events. In the verses before we are 
told of the miracles performed by Paul and 
the casting out of evil spirits. We see the in- 
fluence of the Gospel over the “bad agents” 
and “bad books,” for many of them brought 
their bad books and made a bonfire of them. 


In verses 21-41 we see the effect of the gospel 
upon “bad business.’”” Demetrius and his fel- 
low workers stirred up a mob claiming that 
the preaching of Paul was destroying their busi- 
ness, which was making silver shrines for the 
goddess Diana and selling them to the people. 
The town clerk finally quieted the mob. 
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The church’s influence is felt in our day, 
too, in this matter of “‘bad business.” A good 
many of our people get their wealth by manu- 
facturing and selling strong drink. Most of 
us would agree that this is as bad a business 
as was being carried on in Ephesus. I am 
afraid that we do not exert our influence as 
strongly as we should. Some Christians even 
indulge in strong drink and a few have money 
invested in the business, I suppose. ‘There are 
other forms of bad business such as the white 
slave traffic, dealing in narcotics, gambling, 
etc. If we preach the truth as Paul preac 
then all these forms of bad business wil 
hurt. People will stop their patronage of the 
saloons and gambling dens and night clubs ‘and 
go to church and become different persons. 


The church has not always been as clear and 
strong in its influence against all these evils 
as it should be, and even sometimes has in- 
dulged in some form of bad business, such 
as lotteries and drinking. Wherever we have 
an evangelical church we have an organization 
which is using its influence to do away with 
all forms of business which injure or mislead 


people. 


III. Her Influence on Making us Watch and 
be Sober: 1 Thessalonians 5:4-8. 


Paul pictures society as being asleep and 
drunken. This was true of society in Paul’s 
day; it is true of society in our day. Society 
takes its fling at night! All over our country 
people gather in places of amusement and we 
have all sorts of evils going on. Most of these 
parties are “cocktail parties” or drunken sprees. 
Paul tells us that the church is for the day. 
We are to put on faith and love and hope, 
the symbols of the day, not of the night. We 
are not to be drunk with wine, but to be 
filled with the Spirit of God. 


Please allow me to insert verses 13-16 of this 
chapter. The church not only opposes the bad, 
but it encourages the good. Jeremiah was sent 
to tear down and destroy, but also to build 
and to plant. Sometimes we have to tear down 
before we can begin to build. Let us see 
in these verses some of the good things which 
the church is encouraged to do. 


Her influence for peace: be at peace among 
yourselves. The world is in need of peace. 
Society is all in an uproar. The church should 
set the example by having peace within its 
walls. This is not always true. There have 
been times when the church was all torn apart. 
The Church at Corinth was full of dissensions. 
Some churches are that way today. We must 
be at peace among ourselves before we can 
lead society in peaceful ways. 


“Warn them that are unruly.” Use your in- 
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fluence to prevent trouble and bring peace in 
the church. 


“Comfort the feebleminded” (or encourage 
the fainthearted). ‘The Church is a place where 
fainthearted and feebleminded people find com- 
fort and encouragement. The message of the 
gospel is a message of comfort and courage. ‘The 
church makes us. strong in the faith and binds 
up broken hearts. The church always extends 
the invitation of Jesus, “Come unto me, all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” 


“Support the weak.” ‘There are many weak 
Christians; weak in body, weak in faith, weak 
in character, with temptations which press upon 
them. Be a Great Heart. While we stand firm 
on the Rock may we stretch out our hands to 
wrestlers with the troubled sea. 


“Be patient toward all men.’ 
this! | 


“Ever follow that which is = ” By doing 
good we put to silence the criticism of the world 
and put men to shame. 


How we need 


“Rejoice evermore.” Paul knew that joy was 
one thing which they were seeking. The re- 
joicing Christian exerts a powerful influence 
upon unhappy men and women; men and 
women who are seeking happiness in the wrong 
way and in wrong places. Can we not show 
people that true joy is not found in a “Rock 
‘n Roll’ howling mob, but in the place where 
we worship and sing the songs of Zion and 
make melody in our hearts? 


IV. Her Influence Through Good Works: 
James 2:14-17. 


Sometimes the church is criticized for being 
“all theory and no practice.’”’ James stresses the 
activity of faith. Faith is not just a “dead doc- 
trine” like some “dead language,” it is a living 
thing. Faith without works is dead, but the 
faith which we have makes us prove our faith 
by our works. As I write these words the United 
Appeal is being made. I believe that most of 
the money for making the poor “warmed and 
filled’’ will be given by the Christian people 
of Charlotte and other cities. We often take 
up a “love offering’ for a sick or poor person 
in our community. Let us constantly witness 
for Christ by our Good Works. Let us prove 
our faith by our works. 


V. Her Influence Through A Holy Life: 
I Peter 1:13-16,22. 


Here is where we can exert our most power- 
ful influence on society. We might sum up 
all we have said in these words, But as he 
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy 
in all manner of conversation (living) , because 
it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. Think 
of the holiness of Jesus; who did no sin! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 9 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Call Of The Lord 


Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-2 


Hymns: 
“Holy! Holy! Holy!” 
“Jesus Calls Us O’er The Tumult” 
“Lord, Speak —To Me That I May Speak” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Much of the current unrest in the world is 
due to the lack of a sense of Divine vocation. 
There are even many Christians who have little 
enthusiasm for their work. Many would be 
hard-pressed to give a reasonable answer, if 
we were to ask them why they do the work 


they do. It is only natural for the person who. 


has no good reason for what he does to be 
lacking in zeal about doing it. There are others 
who have a sense of calling. They are con- 
vinced that God has called them to some par- 
ticular work, and they are happy to follow His 
leading. To such people life has real purpose 
and meaning. The way to real security and 
satisfaction is to hear the call of the Lord and 
then to make the proper response to it. 


To many people, the call of the Lord is a 
mysterious thing. Our great grandparents would 
surely think the automobile a mysterious thing, 
if they were suddenly returned to our modern 
world. We do not think of the automobile 
as being strange, because we know that it op- 
erates according to certain well known physical 
and mechanical principles. The call of the 
Lord to His people involves some very common 
spiritual principles. If we know and _ under- 
stand these principles, the call of the Lord will 
appear to us as the intelligent act of an intelli- 
gent God rather than a dark mystery. 


The beautiful and lofty words of the sixth 


chapter of Isaiah set forth the typical parts of - 


God’s call to men. We can see the spiritual 
principles at work here. We are reminded of 
the ways by which God has spoken to us in 
the past and of the method by which He will 
yet call us to do His will. 


First Speaker: 

Before a person can have much concern about 
the Lord’s will for him, he must first have 
a vision of the Lord. A vision of the Lord does 
not have to be a mystical trance, but it must 
be a personal encounter with God. Isaiah had 
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been a religious man Picton his vision, but he 
did not hear God’s call until he saw Him per- 
sonally. It is likely that many in the church are 
limping along on a second-hand knowledge of 
and experience with the Lord. Our sin and 
God’s will are not likely to be important to 
us until we see the Lord in His holiness and 
glory. 
saw the Lord “high and lifted up.” 

We too must know that our God is holy and 
glorious. ‘The idea conveyed by the word “holy” 
is separateness. God is exalted above men. We 
shall never be much impressed with God until 
we see for ourselves how infinitely superior He 
is to us. ‘The great strength of our Presbyterian 
theology lies in its recognition of this fact. We 
are in a good way to lose this strength, if we 
follow the modern trend to humanize God. His 
glory is closely related to His holiness. One 
of the finest ways of seeing the glory of God 


is to look with appreciation on His creation. 


“The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament showeth his handiwork.” ‘The 
glory of God surrounds us. Let us recognize 
it for what it is. 


The way by which we come to a personal 
knowledge of our holy, righteous, and glorious 
God is through faith in His Son. Jesus said, 
“No man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.’ In the same connection He said, ‘He 
that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.” The 
very same holiness and glory resides in our 
Christ which awed and overpowered Isaiah. He 
is described as “the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords.”” In our emphasis on the love and 
friendliness of Jesus we may overlook His awe- 
some majesty. Jesus is indeed our friend, but 
He is a friend who deserves reverent respect, 
not just another pal to be patted on the back. 
We do not know Christ correctly until we see 
Him in His holiness and glory. 


Second Speaker: 


When Isaiah saw the majesty of the Lord, 
he did the natural thing . . . he looked at his 
own sinfulness. Then he cried out in humble 
confession, ““Woe is me! for I am undone; be- 
cause J am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for 
mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts.” Every one who has a true vision of 
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the Lord of glory will be led to search his soul 
and confess his sin. Was it a sign of shallow- 
ness that Isaiah spoke of the sin of the lips, 
when we know that our sinfulness goes much 
deeper than that? No, the sin of our lips is 
a sample of our deepest sin. Jesus said, “Out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak- 
eth.” What we say is a es indication of what 
we really are. 


In this kind of confession Isaiah was cen- 
turies ahead of his time. According to the ac- 
cepted custom he should have brought a blood 
sacrifice to the altar. Was it not revealed to 
him at this time that he could come boldly 
to the throne of grace in the merit of God’s 
sacrificial love? Isaiah was not alone in this 
spiritual enlightenment. The Psalmist wrote, 
“For Thou desirest not sacrifice; else would 
I give it: Thou delightest not in burnt offer- 
ings. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: 
a broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou 
wilt not despise.” The prophet Hosea under- 
stood it, saying, ‘““Take with you words and 
turn to the Lord: say unto Him, Take away 
all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will 
we render the calves of our lips.” ‘The only 
sacrifice we need to bring is that of faith and 
confession. 


Third Speaker: 
When we confess, God is faithful to forgive. 
a experienced that which is written for 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” Isaiah was not only 
pardoned, he was purged. All of us want the 
pardon, but sometimes we are not too eager 
for the purging . . . the cleansing. The two 
must go together. The purging can be painful, 
but it is definitely worthwhile. The burning 
coal symbolized the pain of cleansing for Isaiah, 
but he did not complain. Ask any man who 
has been saved from terrible vice, and he will 


assure you that it was a painful process, but 


he will rejoice in it rather than complain. We 
cannot hear the call of the Lord until the sounds 
of sin are silenced by their removal from our 
lives. 


Fourth Speaker: 


After sin has been seiedonied and unrighteous- 
ness cleansed, the call of the Lord will come 
sweet and unobstructed to our ears. “Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?” Who 
is willing to be my son or daughter? Who will 
give his life for my sake to go where I send 
and to do as J direct? Then we answer with 
Isaiah, ‘‘Lord, here am I. Send me.” We do 
not know where it is. It may be on the other 
side of the world, or it may be right where 
we are. Where it is makes no difference, be- 
cause we have seen the Lord, and we know with 
Him all will be well. We answer with Paul, 
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discouragement. 


“Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” It 
may mean changing our plans altogether, as it 
meant for Paul. It may mean that we shall 
continue to live in the same place and do 
the same work we have done before. What- 


ever it involves, we know whom we have be- 


lieved and are persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which we commit to Him until the 


day of His appearing. 


The Lord does not promise a bed of roses 
to those who hear His call and follow His lead- 
ing. For Isaiah there was discouragement after 
For Paul there was persecu- 
tion, imprisonment, and every kind of suffer- 
ing. When all this is said, they are still two 
of the most successful men the world has ever 
known. They had a security and satisfaction 
which nothing could take away from them. We 
can have it too when we hear and answer the 
call of the Lord. Let us prepare ourselves to 
hear His call and to follow His leading. 


— the only literature 
to relate your church 
to its denomination 
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published by the 


ey BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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NEWS 


Comparison of Amounts Apportioned to Synods 
and Amounts Accepted by Presbyteries for 1957 and 1958 


Percentage 

Rank Apportioned Accepted Apportioned Accepted Rank Presbyteries 

1958 Synod to Synods by Pres. to Synods by Pres. 1957 1957 1958 
$ 275,290 $ 289,880 $ 341,342 $ 341,942 2 105 
2 Georgia . 553,556 557,042 734,901 720,662 2 101 98 
5 Ape 427,319 466,222 549,923 535,923 ] 109 97 
4 Fees 499,993 493,995 677,773 636,940 6 99 94 
5 North Carolina 1,163,348 1,163,860 1,486,184 1,381,510 5 100 93 
6 Alabama 294,764 263,556 375,141 89 91 
7 Tennessee . oa 317,340 317,771 402,999 336,976 4 100 84 
8 South Carolina __ 501,080 489 682 631,779 523,443 7 98 83 
9 Mississippi 292,647 278,486 360,352 295,913 9 95 82 
10 Oklahoma* 48,357 39,007 62,240 18 81 81 

873,284 848,241 1,105,547 876,014 8 
252,597 214,165 325,108 85 72 
Tess 869,950 618,915 1,122,006 14 71 61 
15 Arkansas 169,833 112,450 209,345 59 
16 Kentucky _ 219,316 137,241 282,276 156,140 16 63 55 
TOTALS. .... $6,956,896 $6,476,233 $8,923,885 $7,422,077 | 93 83 


*One presbytery not reporting. The percentage is based on acceptance of other presbyteries. 


For the year 1955 the presbyteries showed an acceptance of 89%. For the year 1956 they 
showed acceptances of 93.6%, and for the year 1957 they reported an acceptance of 93%. 
For this year, 1958, the presbyteries report an acceptance of 83% of the Assembly’s budget. 


Board of Church Extension 
Report of January 1958 


Budget 1958 (~~ $1,965,965.00 


Receipts to date 40,153.36 
Percentage of Annual Budget 2.04% 
Balance needed for year 1,925,811.64 

| G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


Board of World Missions 


During the year we have been giving you our 
total receipts from living donors with the- per- 
centage of the approved spending budget received. 


We now wish to report that for the entire year 
our receipts from living donors amounted to 
$3,415,805.33, or 97.595% of our approved spend- 
ing budget of $3,500,000.00. You will recall that 
our receipts from living donors for 1956 totalled 
$3,333,210.00, or 100.98% of our approved spend- 
ing budget of $3,300,000.00 for that year. 


For your further information, our receipts from 
other income, including lapsed Annuities, legacies 
and income from investments, brought the total 
of our regular receipts to $3,576,175.29, as com- 
pared to the corresponding figure of $3,465,939.61 
for 1956. 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer. 
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Billy Graham Team Meetings in Caribbean 
Attract Largest Crowds in History of 
Each Island Visited First Two Weeks 


San Francisco, January 31 — Special — The 
second week of meetings in the Caribbean tour of 
Billy Graham and his Team saw even greater 
crowds than the 75,000 in Jamaica who heard him 
in person. 


Traveling on to Puerto Rico last week, Billy 
Graham and the Team were greeted by thousands 
of people who were on hand to welcome them at 
the International Airport. So great was the crowd 
that police had to force a way through them to 
the car waiting to take the men into the city. 


A press conference was quickly set up for him 
at the airport in the Immigration Office and those 


on hand who were also in London (1954) reported — 


the reception to be even greater than the now 
historic crowd which jammed Waterloo Station to 
greet the American evangelist. 


An Athletic Stadium in MAYAGUEZ was the 


meeting place Friday night, January 24, and on 


Saturday night at PONCE another stadium meet- 
ing was held. On Sunday morning Mr. Graham and 
his Team held a service for United States person- 
nel and their families at Ramey Field Air Force 
Base. 5,000 attended that service. 
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At SAN JUAN on Monday night, January 27, 
40,000 people stood or sat in the rain to hear the 
evangelist and when the invitation was given, the 
response was so great that the final record has 
not yet reached us. 


Thus Puerto Rico responded overwhelmingly to 


the opportunity to hear the Gospel with 80,000 
persons attending the four meetings and hundreds 
in each place making decisions for Christ. 


Moving on to Barbados for a meeting on Thurs- 
day night, January 30, 60,000 persons — more 
than a fourth of the total population of the Island 
— jammed a race track grounds to hear the evan- 
gelist. When he called for decisions for Christ, 
1180 moved forward. The crowd was the largest 
ever assembled to hear one man. : 


Two more weeks of meetings are scheduled for 
the Graham Team in the Caribbean tour with final 
meetings in Mexico City on February 15 and 16. 


225,000 Hear Billy Graham in Person 
During First Half Caribbean Tour; 
Messages Also Broadcast on Each Island; 
Final Ten Days Take Team to Panama, 
Costa Rica, Guatemala and Mexico City 


San Francisco, February 8 — Special — Two 
meetings in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, drew some 
35,000 people to the Queen’s Park Savannah Sta- 
dium for services termed by press “one of the 
greatest religious meetings ever held in Trinidad.’’ 
This brought the total number of persons to hear 
the evangelist to almost one-quarter million on 
the four islands visited to date: Jamaica (75,000 
in two meetings), Puerto Rico (75,000 in three 


meetings), Barbados (60,000 in one meeting) and ~ 


Trinidad (35, 000 in two meetings). 


Overwhelming response to the invitation to make 
a decision for Christ indicated the heart-hunger on 
the part of audiences all over the Islands. Press 
reports again stated that the world-famous Evange- 
list’s call to Christ brought nearly one thousand 
in the first meeting in Trinidad on February Ist. 
February 2nd recorded decisions are not yet com- 


plete. Over 10,000 decisions for Christ have been | 


recorded by persons who responded to the invita- 
tion, not only in Mr. Graham’s meetings but in- 
cluding those of his advance Teams headed by 
the Rev. Joseph Blinco, Dr. Grady Wilson and 
Rev. Leighton Ford. 


All Billy Graham meetings were broadcast over 
the entire network of each island visited, making 
it possible for the message to be heard by addi- 
tional thousands. “Hour of Decision” listeners in 
America and around the world have the opportunity 
to oa the program originate in those countries 
visite 


Remaining on the schedule yet this month for 
Mr. Graham and his Team before returning to 
America, are Panama City 7th and 8th; Costa 
Rica 9th; Guatemala 12th and 13th, and Mexico 
City 15th and 16th. 


ALABAMA 


Riviiteiliiies — (PN) — The congregation of 
First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham partici- 
pated in dedication services of four stained glass 
windows in the pastor’s study recently. Dr. Ed- 
ward V. Ramage, pastor, conducted the services 
of dedication and preached the sermon. 
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The four stained glass windows provide a 


spiritual setting for the pastor’s study where he 


prepares his weekly Sunday messages, and coun- 
sels with those seeking spiritual guidance. 


One of the windows is known as the Martin 
Luther window, and was given in memory of the 
late Dr. Clyde Wilson Deave by his wife and 
daughters. It shows Martin Luther, representing 
the Reformation, holding his pamphlet “On The 
Babylonian Captivity of the Church.’”’ The door 
shown in the window is that of All Saints’ Church 
at Wittenburg upon which Luther nailed his 
i 95 theses. A shield shown bears his coat 
of arms. 


At the right of the figure of Luther in the 
window are the emblems of the Holland Church 
showing the connection of this church with the 
Puritans who sailed on the Mayflower in 1620. 
The transom above the window contains the em- 
blem of John the Baptist. 


The second memorial window is called the Con- 
stantine Window. It represents Constantine who 
first conceded the Christians unrestricted freedom 
of worship. It bears a shield containing the XP 
abbreviation of the Greek word “Christ”, which 
Constantine invisioned in the heavens before the 
Battle of Milvian Bridge. In the right hand of 
the image of Constantine is a scroll representing 
the Edict of Milan. On his right is the Cross and 
on his left is the ship symbolic of the Church. 
bi... transom shows the emblem of Peter, the 

eys. 


The third window is the John Wycliffe Win- 
dow, given in memory of William Hardie and Sue 
Kearny Hardie by their children. The image of 
John Wycliffe holds a pen and his translation of 
the Bible. Below are the figures of the “poor 
priests’”’ whom he trained and sent out to continue 


his teachings. The Rose of England is depicted on 


his right, and the Shamrock of Ireland, represent- 
ing the English and Irish forms of Presbyterianism. 
In the transom of this window is the emblem of 
St. Paul, the Sword and the Book. 


The fourth window is known as the John Knox 


Window, given in memory of the Rev. John Shaw 


Foster and Gessie Goss Foster by their daughters. 


It depicts John Knox in the attitude of preach- 
ing as he holds the Bible. At his left, the St. Giles 
Church at Edinburgh, scene of his ministry in 
Scotland, is suggested. The shield at the right 
of the figure contains the Thistle of Scotland, and 
the one to the left contains the Geneva Cross, to 
indicate the influence of the Scottish Church, and 
Knox’s association with Calvin in Switzerland. In 


the transom is the Cross and Anchor, emblem of 


St. Andrew, patron saint of Scotland. 


APPALACHIA 


Knoxville, Tenn. — (PN) — Funds to develop 
a newly-acquired tract of about 130 acres on 
Watts Bar Lake into a camp and conference site 
will be asked of Knoxville Presbytery this fall, 
but actual building is not expected this year. 
Eventual development is estimated to cost about 
$200,000. 


The land, purchased from TVA for about 
$12,000, is eight miles from Kingston on Watts 
Bar Lake, just off State Highway 58. 


The 54 churches in Knoxville Presbytery will 
be served by the new camp and conference site. 
It will be initially a youth summer camp, and 
later will be developed into an all-purpose, all- 
year camp for young people and other groups. 
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The master plan for the camp, prepared by W. 
Glenn Wallace, Minneapolis architect who is re- 
garded as a national authority on camp architec- 
ture, was shown at the recent meeting of Knox- 
ville Presbytery, held at Cedar Springs Presby- 
terian Church. 


Francis Painter, of the Painter, Weeks and 
McCarty firm of Knoxville will do local work on 
the plans. 


The planning and program of the camp and con- 
ference site will be directed by the Presbytery 
Christian Education Committee, headed by the 
Rev. Herbert Laws, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Cleveland. The Rev. W. H. Beckman, 
pastor of the Red Bank Church, is general chair- 
man. 


The Rev. E. G. Holborrow, minister of educa- 
tion at First Presbyterian, and Walter J. Arrants 
of Chattanooga, are co-chairmen of the planning 
committee which includes as members the Rev. 
Julian Spitzer, Sequoyah Hills Church, and the 
Rev. W. R. Smith III, Mars Hill Church, Athens, 
of the finance committee, and John McCallie, 
elder in Sequoyah Hills Church, and David Mitchell, 
Chattanooga, of the building committee. 


TENNESSEE 


Knoxville — (PN) — Churches throughout 
most of the four-Presbytery Synod of Appa- 
lachia recently observed Seminary Sunday as 
preliminary to active solicitation for $250,000 
toward a campaign of nearly $4,000,000 for ex- 
pansion and relocation of Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 


A total of $1,283,591 is asked in the campaign’s 
“first essential stage.’’ Knoxville Presbytery’s 
churches are being asked for $125,000; Abingdon 
and Asheville Presbyteries for $25,000 each, and 
Holston Presbytery for $75,000. 


Dr. M. O. Sommers, of Morristown, is Synéd 
ministerial campaign chairman, and J. Burton 
Frierson of Chattanoonga First Presbyterian as 
associate chairman. Attorney T. Mack Blackburn, 
new president of the Assembly Men’s Council, is 
Knoxville Presbytery’s lay chairman. 


Miss Katherine Carson is Synod chairman for 
the Women of the Church, and Mrs. W. W. Piper 
is Knoxville Presbytery chairman. 


The Rev. Richard P. Keeton, pastor of Fair- 
mont Presbyterian Church, is ministerial chairman 
of Knoxville Presbytery District 2, and lay leaders 
are Louis Hofferbert, Jr., and Mrs. Reese W. Pat- 
terson. 


Dr. Frank H. Caldwell, president of Louisville 


Seminary, spoke at First Presbyterian Church in 
Knoxville on February 2, to help launch the cam- 


paign. 


ARKANSAS 


A visitor in Eastern Arkansas comments as fol- 
lows regarding The Presbyterian Church at 
Jonesboro: This church structure, erected in 
1911, is an attractive brick building with recessed 
porch. The interior is tasteful and conducive of 
reverent worship. Rev. A. F. Fogartie, D.D., is 
the pastor and the present membership numbers 
approximately 390. Noticeable at services—and 
worthy of emulation—is the fact that teen-aged 
boys usually occupy the very front pews. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Overture Adopted 


Adjourned Meeting of Enoree Presbytery at 
Greenville Second Church, Feb. 6, 1958 


Because of the broad scope and controversial 
nature of the issue arising out of the relation- 
ship of the races in our Southland, with its close 
ties A so much of our Christian heritage and pres- 
ent life, 


And, whereas during the past few years there 
has been a rising level of controversy on matters 
of this nature, and more particularly last year 
at Montreat, our leadership permitted a speaker 
the privilege of addressing the Women’s Confer- 
ence on an issue of this nature, and the speaker 
disregarded and ignored the views of a number 
of those present, with a lack of normal courtesy. 


Be it resolved, that we the Presbytery of Enoree 
overture the General Assembly as follows: 


That the Assembly take the proper steps to 
instruct the executive secretaries of its several 
boards to use extreme care and diligence in select- 
ing its speakers and developing its programs, in 
order to insure a high level of Christian harmony 
within the Church. 


TENNESSEE 


Memphis — (PN) — The congregation of the 
Idlewild Presbyterian Church here has announced 
plans to build one of the largest education and 
recreation buildings for youth in the Mid-South. 
The three story structure to be located north of 
the Gothic sanctuary will cost about $650,000. 


Five houses owned by the church will have to 
be torn down to accommodate the new building 
which will be about 82 by 320 feet. 


Dr. Paul Tudor Jones, pastor, announced that 
a campaign to raise a million dollars will begin 
in late February. Of these funds, about $200,000 
will be used to pay off existing church debts. 
The rest will go for the new building and other 
projects, including $30,000 for renovation of the 
sanctuary organ, he said. 


“The purpose of the building will be to provide 

wholesome recreational facilities to youths living 
in this mid-city section whether they belong to 
our church or not,’”’ Dr. Jones explained. ‘‘We’ve 
outgrown our present youth facilities.” 


The building will have a large recreation hall 
to be used for various activities from basketball 
to church dramas. There will be about 42 rooms | 
for special uses, including Boy and Girl Scout 
rooms, rooms for woodworking and ceramics, a 
kitchen, nursery, offices, Sunday school class- 
rooms, game rooms, lounges, and shower rooms. 
Dr. Jones said that plans also call for a week- 
day kindergarten, which the church does not as 
yet sponsor. 


The structure of the air conditioned plant will 
be of contemporary design, but will be of field 
stone to blend with the present building. Com- 
pletion of the new unit will raise the total value 
of the church property to about $2,225,000. A 
glassed-in corridor will connect the new building 
with the present one. Construction is expected 
to get under way this summer, and completion is 
scheduled in a year’s time. 


Walk C. Jones, Jr., a church member, was made 
general campaign chairman. Vice-chairmen include: 
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W.W. Scott and Henry T. Winkelman. E. B. Le- 
Master was chosen chairman of special gifts, and 
Wallace C. Pollard is the campaign treasurer. Bob 
Strunk is the Director of the Idlewild Church’s 
recreational program. 


TEXAS 


Houston — (PN) — The Rev. J. Walter Dick- 
son, Jr., minister of Saint Phillip Presbyterian 
Church, here, has been appointed chairman of 
the department of ministry in institutions of the 
Council of Churches of Greater Houston. 


Announcement. of his appointment was made in 
pe by Edward J. Mosher, president of the 
council. 


The Rev. Dickson succeeds the Rev. A. S. Knapp, 
rector of Trinity Episcopal Church of Houston. 


Through the department of ministry in insti- 
tutions, the Protestant and Orthodox churches 
enlist and train ministers to serve as volunteer 
chaplains in hospitals, jails, children’s homes, and 
other institutions and counsel the administrators 
of these agencies about their religious programs. 


VIRGINIA 
Presbytery of Winchester 


The Presbytery of Winchester, sitting in regular 
adjourned session in the Opequon Memorial 
Church on January 21, 1958, respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly meeting in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, on April 24, 1958, as follows: 


WHEREAS, in the Presbytery of Winchester, 
there are 44 Churches comprising 16 fields, and 
this makes for multiple representation with ref- 
erence to Ruling Elders at Presbytery, and 


WHEREAS, our system of government is that 
of representation, our present system of repre- 
sentation does not appear quite equitable where 
larger congregations are concerned; for example, 
these figures are the sum of communing members 
served by one Pastor with the number of Ruling 
Elders representing them at Presbytery: 225 by 38, 
a es 3, 245 by 3, 212 by 3, 144 by 3, and 

y 4. 


THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Winchester om 


spectfully overtures the General Assembly to 


amend the Book of Church Order, paragraph 70, 
to provide for a more equitable representation for 
larger churches, as the present ratio does not 
appear equitable. 
Oren Moore, Jr., 
Stated Clerk 


Southern Baptists Organize in New York 


New York — Southern Baptists officially ex- 
panded into entirely new territory with the organi- 
zation of the Manhattan Baptist church here. 


_ The first Southern Baptist church in the city, 
it was formed out of 100 charter members who had 
been’ meeting since last May in the McBurney 
Branch of the YMCA here. 


Affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention, 
the congregation started as a mission of the Col- 
lege Avenue Baptist church in Annapolis, Md. Dr. 
Paul S. James, former pastor of the Tabernacle 
Baptist church in Atlanta, Ga., is pastor of the 
church and director of Southern Baptist work in 
the Greater New York area for the denomination’s 
Home Mission Board. 7 
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PRINCIPLES OF CONDUCT. John Murray. 


-Eerdman’s. $3.50. 


Professor John Murray is one of our ablest and 
clearest contemporary theologians. He is thor- 
oughly Reformed. He is gifted in expressing Re- 
formed thought in beautiful and winsome style. 


The substance of this volume was first given 
on the Payton Foundation at Pasadena, California. 
Since that time the author has expanded the 
original lectures. They are designed to show the 
basic unity and continuity of the Biblical ethic. 


Professor Murray believes that the Ten Com- 
mandments furnish the essence of Biblical ethics 
and have been relevant to conduct from the be- 
ginning. He insists that the principles set forth in 
the Ten Commandments belong to the organism 
of divine revelation respecting God’s will for man. 
The norm for Christian ethics, he maintains, is 
divinely revealed and objectively set forth in the 
Bible. With this thought in mind the author raises 
the question of polygamy and divorce. At this 
point he makes a fine distinction. He says these 
were permitted in the Old Testament but not 
legitimized. In other words, it was a sufferance 
of God’s forbearance without His approval. 


One of the fine contributions Professor Murray 
has made is his insistence that there is no real 
antithesis between love and law, for the law com- 
mands us to love the Lord our God with all our 
heart, soul, mind and strength. It is love that 
constrains one to keep the law which prescribes 
the action. The author remarks, “The notion... 
that love is its own law and the renewed con- 
sciousness is its own monitor is a fantasy which 
has no warrant from Scripture and runs counter 
to the witness of the Biblical teaching.” Just 
as there is no antithesis between faith and works 


so there can be none between love and law. 


Professor Murray points out that work is not 
a curse but a blessing. He believes that economics, 
culture, morality and piety have suffered damage 
because men have failed to appreciate the value 
of manual labor. That our culture is so little in- 
spired by this fact, the author contends, is but 
proof that man has fallen. Labor is not only 
a duty but a privilege. Idleness is impiety while 
sloth and laziness are forms of Godlessness. Our 
labor should be unto the Lord, says Dr. Murray. 
One of the cardinal vices in this field is that we 
do it unto men and as men pleasers. 


The problems of rewards of labor are also dis- 
cussed in this volume. The author shows that the 
Bible does not condemn capitalism. Man’s danger 
is not in capitalism but in lust for riches which 
is covetousness and tantamount to idolatry. The 
abuse of riches do not make wealth evil. Not 
equality but justice and equity are the Scriptural 
principles in the Biblical distribution of wealth. 


In this reviewers’ judgment this volume is one 


of the most outstanding contributions in the field 


of Christian ethics that we have come across in a 
long time. Here are insights which need to find 
their way into the pulpit today. Sunday School 
teachers can also profit immensely by the study 
of this volume. 
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